III. RIGHTEOUSNESS RECEIVED THROUGH (3:27-4:25)

In this section we shall consider the following revealed facts concerning righteousness by faith.

1. Righteousness by faith excludes boasting (3:27, 28)

2. Righteousness by faith excludes racial distinction (3:29, 30)

3. Righteousness by faith establishes the law (vs. 31)

4. Righteousness by faith is true to history (4:1-25)

1. RIGHTEOUSNESS BY FAITH EXCLUDES BOASTING (3:27, 28)

3:27, 28 (JBP) – What happens now to human pride of achievement?

There is no more room for it. Why? - Because failure to keep the law has killed it. Not at all, but because the whole matter is now on a different plane – BELIEVING INSTEAD OF ACHIEVING. We see now that a man is justified before God by the fact of his faith in God’s appointed Savior and not by what he has managed to achieve under law.

Paul has done his work well. He has proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are 
 under sin (3:9); and that by the deeds of the law there shall NO FLESH be justified in His sight (3:20); and that the only way for any sinner, Jew or Gentile, to be justified is freely by His grace . . . THROUGH FAITH in his blood (3:24, 25).

The greatest opposition to this teaching came from the Jew, who claimed that his God was the only true one, his religion the only right one, and His Scripture the only authoritative one. We read about his boast in 2:17-20. Unfortunately he misread his Scriptures, he misconceived his religion, and he misunderstood his God. Paul’s heart’s desire and prayer for Israel is, that they might be SAVED (10:1). In spite of their bitter opposition to him, he declares – I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart. I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen, according to the flesh (9:2, 3). Prompted by this, deep God-born concern, he turns to his kinsmen according to the flesh once again, and he tries to meet their objections to the wonderful message of righteousness through faith.
If salvation is based in any wise on human achievement, then there is some ground for human boasting. If God recognizes anything I do as having merit, then I can boast in that thing if I DO it. It is not just that my failure to keep a law has killed my basis for boasting, but because God has put salvation on a different plane, the plain of Faith. There is no merit in faith. It is not faith that saves; it is that person or thing in which I have faith. Salvation by faith in Christ removes all ground of human boasting, and leaves us no alternative but to do as Paul exhorts the Corinthians – If anyone is going to boast, let him only boast of what the Lord has done (I Cor. 1:31–Taylor).
2. RIGHTEOUSNESS BY FAITH EXCLUDES RACIAL DISTINCTION (3:29, 30)

3:29, 30 (NBD) – Do you suppose God is the God is the God of the Jews alone? Is He not the God of Gentiles also? Certainly, of Gentiles also, if it be true that God is one. He will therefore justify both the circumcised in virtue of their faith, and the uncircumcised through their faith.
There are not several gods, each exercising jurisdiction over a section of mankind. God is                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       one! This one God Is over all. He is God of the two great divisions of the human race as God refers to them – Jews and Gentiles.

Since all are under sin with no difference made between them, then they must all be saved he same way. God does not have one way of salvation for the Jew and another for the Gentile. There are no racial distinctions with God in the matter of salvation. Human life may be expressed through a variety of cultures, but before God in the matter of salvation, all men stand condemned and must be saved by faith in the only Saviour, Jesus Christ. God is a universal God and not a national God.

This reasoning would be especially meaningful to the Jews, for the first article of the Jewish faith was – Hear O Israel: The Lord our God is ONE Lord (Deut. 6:4) It follows, that since there is only one God, He must be the God of the Gentiles as well as of the Jews. And since He has revealed the manner in which men are to be righteous before Him. It must apply to all men without racial distinction.

3. RIGHTEOUSNESS BY FAITH ESTABLISHES THE LAW (3:31)

3:31 (JBP) – Are we then undermining the Law by this insistence on faith? Not a bit of it: We put the Law in its proper place.


What is here meant by the Law? Is it the Old Testament which is referred to, or the Mosaic institutions, or the moral law? Since Paul deals with all of these it could be any one or all of them.


Far from undermining any of these, the Gospel gives them their fullest meaning. If Paul is speaking of the Old Testament as the Law then there can be no hesitation in saying that the revelation of the Gospel gives all of the promises contained in it, their ultimate meaning and fulfilment. Our Lord, speaking to the Emmaus travellers, said all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the LAW OF MOSES, and in the prophets, and in the Psalms, CONCERNING ME. Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand THE SCRIPTURES. (Luke 24:44, 45). The whole tenor of the Old Testament points to the coming of Jesus Christ. The Person and work of our Lord Jesus Christ; the Person and work of our Lord Jesus Christ in this sense establishes the Law.

If the Mosaic ceremonial law is intended, with its types and shadows, then it too is established in Christ as the substance of those things typified. The Law was a shadow of good things to come and would have been valueless to help men by itself, for “it was incapable of perfecting the souls of those who offered their regular annual sacrifices (Heb. 10:1 – JBP). It is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins) Heb. 10:4) All of these things were done with a view to the time when HE COMETH into the world (Heb. 20:5). In this sense, the Gospel when HE COMETH into the world (Heb. 10:5). In this sense, the Gospel certainly establishes the Law.

It might be, however, that Paul is referring to moral law at this point. The hue and cry against Paul in his own day, and against what some men think they read in his writings to this day, was that if Faith alone in Christ is all that is required, then men might incline to be lawless. Such a conclusion is the result of either ignorance or malice. In the first place, men were unable to accommodate the Law, and Paul tells why. What the Law COULD NOT DO, in that it was WEAK THROUGH THE FLESH.  It is one thing to talk about obeying the Law and another thing to obey it. Many think that because they know the Law and can talk about it, that such knowledge will excuse their violations of it. Not so: Now through the Gospel, Paul can say that the righteousness of the Law might be fulfilled in us (Rom. 8:3, 4). So, no matter how you interpret the word LAW in this passage, it fits. The Law, as Scripture, or moral code, is established by the Gospel.
4. RIGHTEOUSNESS BY FAITH IS TRUE TO HISTORY (4:1-25)


When Paul was introducing the manner and manner of justification by faith, he had said that it was amply testified to by both Law and Prophets (3:21 – JBP), meaning of course, the Old Testament Scriptures. Paul did not pick some isolated passage or obscure Old Testament person for his purpose, but goes right to the fountainhead of covenant life and talks about Abraham. Everyone who professed to know anything about God knew that Abraham was right with God if anyone was. God had referred to him as Abraham my friend

(Isa. 41:8) All would agree that Abraham was justified, but the question was, HOW? If Paul can show that Abraham was justified by faith, then all who claim to be his children must also walk in the steps of that faith of our father Abraham(vs. 12). In the course of discussing Abraham, Paul quotes David in support of justification by faith.  No Jew could take lightly the example and testimony of two such great men as Abraham and David. If Abraham was justified by faith, then all that Pal had taught to this point will be shown to be correct. Abraham’s relationship to God is the great prototype of the divine manner of saving men. As God dealt with our father Abraham so does he deals with us, the seed of Abraham. It can readily be seen then, why an entire chapter is given to dealing with this matter of Abraham. It is of supreme importance. Let us consider this chapter with the help of these headings.
1. THE FACT OF ABRAHAM’S FAITH (vs.  1-12)

2. THE INHERITANCE BY FAITH (vs. 13-16}

3. THE NATURE OF ABRAHAM’S FAITH (vs. 17-22)

4. HE IMPLICATIONS OF ABRAHAM’S FAITH (vs. 23-25)
1) THE FACT OF ABRAHAM’S FAITH (vss. 1-12)

(A) THE HISTORICAL FACT (VS. 1-3)


What shall we say then that Abraham our first father has found according to the flesh? (Codet). The question here is, what did Abraham find, or win, or earn, by his own human, natural efforts, or through his own resources? Was Abraham justified by works or did he work because he was justified?

Flesh in tis verse, and works in the next verse are equivalents. All those religious works that proceed from man’s fallen and un-renewed nature, which are done with a view to being right with God, are intended here.


Paul himself had trusted in such works. Hear him. If any other man thinketh that he hath whereof he might TRUST IN THE FLESH. I, more: Circumcised the eighth day, of the STOCK OF ISRAEL, of the tribe of Benjamin, AN HEBREW OF THE HEBREWS; as touching the law, a Pharisee; concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the RIGHTEOUSNESS WHICH IS IN THE LAW, BLAMELESS. (Phil. 3:4-6)

But what happened to all this when he met Christ? Yet every advantage that I had gained I considered LOST FOR CHRIST’S SAKE. Yes, and I look upon everything as loss compared with the OVERWHELMING GAIN of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For His sake I did in actual fact suffer the loss of everything, but I considered it USELESS RUBBISH compared with being able to win Christ. For now my place is in Him, AND I AM NOT DEPENDENT UPON ANY OF THE SELF-ACHIEVED RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE LAW.  God has given me that GENUINE RIGHTEOUSNESS WHICH COMES FROM FAITH IN CHRIST.
(Phil. 3:7-9 – JBP).


Paul had good legal grounds for justification if justification could thus be had. However, when he was confronted with Christ, the Righteous One, he realized that all his righteousness was RUBBISH. He gladly received the gift of GENUINE RIGHTEOUSNESS through faith in Christ.

“If Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory, but not before God.”  Paul has already proven that ALL (including Abraham) have sinned and come short of the glory of God and that by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh (including Abraham) be justified IN HIS SIGHT (3:23, 20) Thus Paul concluded that BOASTING IS EXCLUDED (3:27).Since there are no exceptions to the divine indictment (no, not one), Abraham must have therefore been justified by faith. Had he been justified by works he would have had something to boast about. However, this is not possible before God, so Abraham too must have been justified by faith. INDEED, ALL MEN WHO HAVE EVER BEEN JUSTIFIED BEFORE GOD HAVE BEEN JUSTIFIED BY FAITH!

Now this is not only true in terms of the divinely revealed principle of justification by faith, it is so stated of Abraham. FOR WHAT SAITH THE SCRIPTURE? This must always be the question on any matter – “What saith the Scripture? What does the Scripture say about the matter of Abraham’s justification…ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS COUNTED UNTO HIM FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS.

Abraham was a believer. He BELIEVED GOD. We are not told that he UNDERSTOOD GOD or UNDERSTOOD ALL THE MYSTERIES OF THE BIBLE, and providence, and the miracles, etc. He died not understanding many things, but he died BELIEVING GOD. What is not such a problem if you believe in whom. I know WHO I HAVE BELIEVED (2 Tim. 1:12),

Abraham was 100 years old. He had a promise from God that he should have a son. There was no indication that Sarah was going to have a child, and with each passing day the possibility was reduced. He had just returned from successfully defeating the kings that had made off with his nephew Lot, and God came to him in a vision. He spoke words of comfort and encouragement to Abraham. Abraham used the occasion to enquire about the promised SEED. God called him out of his tent and told him to look at the countless stars. Saying -“so numerous shall thy seed be.”  He is 100 years old and has never had children. Such is his confidence in the veracity and integrity of God, that in the face of human impossibility he BELIEVED GOD.  “Faith consists in HOLDING THE PROMISE FOR THE REALITY ITSELF.”

The SEED that was to be born to Abraham was no ordinary SEED. Paul tells us that SEED was CHRIST (Gal. 3:16) This was the SEED that was promised in Gen. 3:15. So God by His Word preached BEFORE THE GOSPEL unto Abraham, saying, ”in thee shall all nations be blessed “ (Gal. 3:8) Abraham believed in the SEED that was to come, while we believe in the seed that HAS COME.  The results are the same – God counts it for righteousness.  Abraham was justified by faith through Christ the seed and so are we! Remember that all that was said in that wonderful passage in the last chapter (3:21-26), was as true for Abraham as it is for us.

We must now look at the word counted for it is of supreme importance that we understand its meaning. “It signifies to impute, to set to one’s account; that is, to number among the things belonging to a man, or chargeable upon him.” “It is possible to put one’s account what he possesses or what he does not possess. In the first case it is a simple act of justice; in the second, it is a matter of grace.”  The Bible speaks both of imputing to a man what does not actually belong to him, and of not imputing what does.” Let us look at some Bible usages of the word.



2 Cor. 5:19 – “God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, NOT IMPUTING 


their trespasses unto them . . .”


2 Tim. 4:16 – “At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray 


God that it may not be LAID TO THEIR CHARGE.”



Phiiemon 18 – “If he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee ought, PUT THAT ON MINE 


ACCOUNT.”


Acts 7:60 – “And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, LAY NOT THIS SIN 


TO THEIR CHARGE . . .”


Abraham’s faith IS God and His promise of the SEED was a justifying faith.” “It was the act by which he went out from himself, and relied upon God, for righteousness and grace.” Our Lord, speaking of Abraham said, “As for your father Abraham, his great joy was that he would see my coming. Now he has seen it and he is overjoyed.” (John 8:56  JBP). Abraham rejoiced in the coming of the SEED in his day, and from his place of continuing life in Paradise he saw the birth of Christ and was overjoyed.
